Lieut.-Col. C. IT. Joubert in the Chair.
Dr. S. P. Sarbadhicarry read a paper on? VAGINAL HYSTERECTOMY.
Cancer of the uterus is now-a-days met with in this city in increasingly large numbers among the upper and middle classes of the native population. Perhaps it is not so much a case of actual increase in the number of cancerous patients, but of larger number of cases brought to light through the agency of qualified lady doctors and midwives. For before their advent accurate diagnosis of uterine maladies was next to impossible, owing to the fact that among the classes alluded to, the custom of the country put these cases beyond the jurisdiction of the male practitioner.
Whatever the explanation may be, it is unquestionable that now-a-days one meets with a very considerable amount of uterine disease of a malignant nature. Furthermore, it is also certain that now-a-days, among the wealthy classes, at least, this complaint is diagnosed much earlier than before, through the instrumentality of lady doctors,?often at a stage when some benefit from operative interference may be fairly hoped for. The question, therefore, is what should be done in these cases.
The following are some of the principal methods from which a permanent cure has been hoped for, or, at least, the progress of the disease has been sought to be checked Hysterectomy, vaginal or abdominal.
As to the relative merits of these methods,; of coarse, nothing will avail when the disease is widespread and has brought on well-marked cachexia. Surbadhicari showing that in America the mortality was only
